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As Mr. Culver, clerk to this committee, furnishes a short preface 
in which he speaks of the report as "compendious" and a "con- 
venient book of reference," it is likely that he is responsible for it. 
None but the too partial eye of the editor could detect these 
qualities in a mosaic of which not a stone seems to have been 
fashioned to fit its place and all are put together without regard 
to form. 

We have been informed that only 1200 copies of this report 
have been published, while 10,000 have been ordered by Con- 
gress. It is to be hoped that the other 8800 will not be issued 
until they have been completely revised and arranged so as to 
subserve some useful end, however small. At present the report 
may be compared to the last stanza in the " House that Jack 
built." Mr. Adams' (J. Q.) first report on the metric system 
representing the malt said to have lain in that house. 

Coues's Birds of the Colorado Valley, Part I. 1 — Dr. 
Coues writings on ornithological matters have become so well 
known both to specialists and the public at large, that the prom- 
ised advent of a book from his pen is looked forward to with no 
ordinary degree of interest. 

The present volume, " Birds of the Colorado Valley," may be 
regarded as complementary to the " Birds of the North-west," and 
when the work is finished, for we are promised a second volume 
in continuation, we shall have from our author what may be con- 
sidered, collectively, as a very complete treatise, both technically 
and biographically, of the birds of our western interior. 

The volume is introduced with a prefatory note by Prof. Hay- 
den, in charge, in which is briefly given the scope of the work 
and a general description of the area treated of, with allusions to 
its ornithological facies in its broader aspects, together with a 
graceful mention of the several authors and workers in the same 
field whose writings and labors have been most largely drawn upon 
by the author. 

The volume is divided into convenient chapters, each treating 
of a single family and beginning with a concise enumeration of 
the family characters. The genera or sub-genera are next charac- 
terized with sufficient amplitude for all practical purposes, when 
follows the treatment, in greater or less detail, of each species. 

If it be permissible to compare the method of handling the 
subject adopted here with that of the companion octavo, which 
was, at the time of its appearance, regarded as so admirable, the 
present volume loses nothing by the comparison. On the con- 
trary its literary execution appears to have received more care 

1 Birds of the Colorado Valley. A Repository of Scientific and Popular Informa- 
tion concerning North American Ornithology. By Elliott Coues. Part 1. — Pas- 
seres to Laniida;. Seventy illustrations. 8vo, pp. XVI, 807. Washington Govern- 
ment Printing Office, 1878. Miscellaneous publications of the 'U.S. Geological 
Survey of the Territories, F. V. Hayden, U. S. Geologist-in-charge. 

VOL. XIII. — no. v. 22 
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and to demand even higher praise, while the descriptions of all 
the species introduced, with the generally more thorough man- 
ner of treatment, gives to the present book a far wider sphere of 
usefulness. 

It is rarely given to one individual to wield the pen of the exact 
scientific writer and, in addition, to possess the light touch, the 
facility of expression, the graceful humorous fancy — in short, the 
happy way of putting things — that so preeminently characterizes 
Dr. Coues' writings. It is due to this more than anything else 
that our author enjoys such a widespread popularity, since not 
only do such books as the present have an acknowledged value 
to the working ornithologist, but their popular element renders 
them acceptable to a large circle to whom ordinary ornithological 
treatises possess little or no interest. 

We notice, in passing, in not a few instances that Dr. Coues has 
done good service in supplying vernacular names to, birds 
hitherto christened in Latin, and in replacing inappropriate or 
positively objectionable appellations by others of his own coin- 
ing. In most cases his selections are apt and well chosen. In 
others they cannot be so strongly endorsed, as, for instance, 
when he imports the term " Accentor " from the continent and 
applies it to our water thrushes. Its original application was to 
a group of birds of very different character, and hence the same 
argument against it applies that has very properly been given 
weight in other instances, as the robin, quail, partridge and 
others, which names, as attached to our birds have no proper 
significance, to say nothing of the fact that our bird's familiar 
name of water thrush is sufficiently appropriate and descriptive. 

The use of Bartramian names in a number of instances will 
probably not find favor in the eyes of some ornithologists. But 
here there is ground for honest differences of opinion, and the 
discrimination for or against their use, at least in certain of them, 
must be left to the judgment of each writer. 

Dr. Coues has especially laid the student of North American 
ornithology under heavy debt in two particulars, first in the syn- 
onomy, and second in the bibliography of the present volume. 
Just how much is meant by the statement of a personal verifi- 
cation and settlement of synonomical points and references, and 
the amount of labor involved in such a work will probably be 
appreciated by the few workers in the same field — and the para- 
graphs, amounting in certain instances to pages of fine type, 
which precede each description, will probably be passed over by 
the general reader entirely unnoticed, or with a mere glance of 
wonder as to their purpose. 

The closet worker, however, will here find much matter to be 
grateful for, and in consequence of the thorough manner in which 
it is here presented, will be saved many an hour of painstaking 
search in musty and uninviting old volumes. The collection of 
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synonomical lists involves many nice points in the settlement of 
which it is hardly to be expected there will be an unanimous 
opinion among naturalists, especially when a question of such 
prime importance as to what does or does not constitute a species 
is left practically to each author's own judgment, and hence, not 
infrequently, its settlement becomes simply a presentment of indi- 
vidual opinions, or merely an exponent of the amount of material 
on hand for comparison. Here our author's power of research 
and fine critical ability is well displayed, and we think that in the 
main his conclusions rest upon safe ground. 

In other cases we believe his views will bear scrutiny, and may 
cite, as a possible instance of hasty conclusion on the part of the 
author, his statement that the Petrochelidon fulva, of the West 
Indies, is scarcely, if at all, distinct from our P. lunifrons. We 
are glad to notice that he has left the matter open for future 
investigation and final settlement, as we feel sure that direct com- 
parisons of specimens will show that the two are entirely distinct, 
even on the least conservative grounds. 

But most important of all must be deemed the bibliographical 
appendix which is simply a brief extract of the Universal Bibli- 
ography of Ornithology, which is now in the author's hands well 
advanced towards completion. 

The student must regret, of course, that within the present 
covers is not contained a full presentation of all North American 
titles, and that the present could not thus be made a monograph 
of this part of the subject. But if the line had to be drawn 
somewhere, he may congratulate himself that he has here access 
to so much as ninety-five per cent, of the whole amount, for so 
large a proportion as this, as the author states, is here represented. 
The missing five per cent, consist of all monographs, all general 
treatises on the birds of larger geographical areas, even if includ- 
ing North America, and all general works on ornithology. 

We miss a few titles that appear to us should be present, even 
under the limitations drawn for himself by the author. Thus we 
do not find Grinnell's List of the Birds of the Yellowstone 
National Park in Capt. Ludlow's Report of the Chief of Engineer's, 
1876, and Henshaw's Report on the Ornithological Specimens of 
the Wheeler Expedition for 1872, '73, '74, both quartos and of 
considerable importance, as well as some others. But these must 
be looked upon as omissions of but trifling importance when we 
consider the admirable fullness of this bibliography within its 
prescribed limits. We should not omit to mention that a most 
excellent index, almost, in fact, a bibliography by itself, renders 
reference to any desired title an easy and expeditious matter. 
The bibliography if finished with the same painstaking care so 
evident in this extract, must stand as a monument of critical labor 
and as a model for all future work in the same direction. 

Glancing at the press-work it is evident that much care has 
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been taken with the proof-reading with the result that veiy few 
typographical errors appear. The printing of the first eleven 
chapters (nearly) upon tinted paper in strong contrast to the white 
of the remaining pages, from no fault of the printer as we under- 
stand, is to be regretted. The critical eye in search of faults 
might notice too, upon many pages, traces of old and worn type. 
But as a whole, and especially as regards its exterior dress, the 
appearance of the volume is neat and pleasing, and leaves little to 
be desired. 

A government report might be supposed to be the last place to 
which one would turn in search of matter to while away an idle 
hour, but our author contrives to introduce into his pages many 
a bit of pleasant philosophy and many a tale of birds and their 
doings that will prove to the appreciative reader anything else 
but dry reading. Like the skillful cook whose art is shown by 
his power to serve a juicy dish, be the meat never so tough and 
unsavory, so the author's skill as a writer is seen in his ability to 
dress up bird histories, however commonplace the subjects, in a 
style that is sure to please. For a choice example of his pecu- 
liar knack, let us refer the reader to his story of the familiar cat- 
bird, where the author appears to us in his happiest vein of 
humor. 

But space forbids even mention of all the good things that are 
brought together within these covers. Let each of our readers 
who loves a good book send for a copy, and we predict that few 
indeed will turn its leaves without finding something which will 
appeal to his or her interest. — H. IV. H. 

Jensen's Turbellarian Worms of Norway. 1 — Our marine 
zoologists will be interested in the appearance of this valuable 
work on the marine flat-worms of the Norwegian coast. A num- 
ber of new forms are described in considerable detail, with excel- 
lent figures, while the descriptive portion is preceded by quite 
full anatomical details. The work is done in the careful, con- 
scientious manner characteristic of Scandinavian zoologists. The 
descriptions are both in Latin and Norwegian, so that the work is 
accessible to students in general. 

McCook's Natural History of the Agricultural Ant of 
Texas. 2 — For a number of years Rev. Mr. McCook, has been a 
diligent student of the habits of the ants of his own State, Penn- 
sylvania, his papers appearing in the Proceedings of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences. The present volume is devoted to a single 

1 Turbellaria ad Litora Norwegia occidentalia. Turbellarier ved Norges Vest- 
kyst. Af Olaf S. Jensen, Conservator ved Bergens Museum. Mid 8 lith ogra- 
ferede tavler. Bergen, 1878. Folio, pp. 98. 

2 The Natural History of the Agricultural Ant of Texas. A Monograph of the 
Habits, Architecture and Structure of Pogonomyrmex barbatus. By Henry Christo- 
pher McCook. Author's edition. Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. 
Anno Domini, 1879. 8vo, pp. 3.10. 24 lithographic plates. 



